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FromThe Pastor's Pen

~ Pastor Sarah Flack

Welcome to 2022, River Community Church! Have you ever found yourself absentmindedly singing a song or humming a
tune as you go about your day? I recently had the experience of the radio going out in our van, and again and again I found
myself singing into the silence. There is something about the way God made us that causes us to be drawn to music, to burst
out into song, as if we were part of our own personal musical.
Think about the story from Luke 19 about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a young donkey and the celebration and joy that
greeted Him as the whole crowd of the disciples cried out:
38 Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!
Luke tells us that the Pharisees reacted as we might have expected them to; they told Jesus to rebuke His disciples. The
response of Jesus is memorable:
40 He answered, “I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out!”
Jesus was encouraging this joy, this spontaneous crying out in honor of what God has done, and it’s what Creation is made for:
to praise God and His works. Though the words of Jesus were poetic, and we don’t tend to encounter stones that are singing
praises to God, such praise is well within the realm of what God could do. And in truth, even in silence, Creation is a
testimony about the praiseworthiness of God. Psalm 19 says:
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.
2 Day after day they pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge.
How much more so should we, who are made in His image (that includes YOU!), praise God? This year let’s challenge
ourselves to purposely break out into singing the praises of our God and over time let this become a habit of our hearts. When
we sing into the world truths about God, it is one more way to be a light in the darkness, to tell the world what we believe. But
more than that, when we sing to God and about God, we are giving Him the honor and glory He is due.
In closing, I hope you will take inspiration from the words of David. Psalm 59 tells us of a time when assassins had been sent
to kill David. David responded by singing about his trust in God.
16 But I will sing of Your strength and will joyfully proclaim Your faithful love in the morning. For You have been a
stronghold for me, a refuge in my day of trouble. 17 To You, my strength, I sing praises, because God is my stronghold — my
faithful God.
Create in us hearts, O God, that can also burst forth in songs of trust in You in spite of our circumstances.
Yours in Christ Jesus, Pastor Sarah

Elder Ministry
~ Dean Wilkie

Greetings in the first of the year ! A new year, a new temperature range then we’ve been used to so far, but in all
things we are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ who strengthens us. The long season is upon us; when
the daylight is short, but the days seem long. My grandmother used to say “the shortest month of the year seems
like the longest”, and as I get a little older (OK who am I kidding - it’s beyond a little), I agree with her.
These times of not being able to work outside, or fuss with other things, or travel because the weather has us
snowbound, these are excellent times to spend more time with the Lord in prayer. Times of listening for His still
small voice whispering in our ear. Prayer, doesn’t have to be fancy and full of King James English. Prayer to our
Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, is the process of talking to God and turning to His word for Direction or
answers. A time to dig into His word and see what He says to us in His written word. Reading God’s written word
we will see the consistency of the character of our God; that He is faithful in all things, and how He answered
someone else before -very well may be the correct answer for us.
Therefore take this quality time to snuggle up ‘n get cozy, open that good book and look into His word seeking
direction, better understanding, new compassion, the list could go on, you fill in the blanks. Wisdom comes from
the Lord - seek wisdom, we gather strength and reassurance in God’s word and promises. So my word to you for
this month would be: spend time seeking truth that doesn’t change, The word of God His promise to us, and Hisstory.
Blessings saints, in His service - Dean

And you will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:13

Grief Ministry
~ Laura Schafer

The
Circle

RCC Women's Ministry
~ Wendy Falzano and Char Frese

We are so saddened by the passing of our dear sister Barbara Dier. Though we mourn her loss, we celebrate her life
and all she contributed to the Women’s Ministry at the River Community Church. Though she will be missed here, we
find comfort knowing she is rejoicing in the presence of our LORD and Savior. We know her Master must’ve greeted
her with the words, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you
in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
In November, we wrote scriptures verses on some squares of materials. The squares will be sewn and quilted into a
comfort blanket to be gifted. Thank you Laureen Whitney for the idea and for offering to “quilt” our squares together.
In December, we packed up boxes of food for the “backpack” program at three of the local schools. We also packed
up scarves and mittens for Lyme Central School. Thank you to the congregation members who gave, not only from
their abundance, but also those who gave with the generosity and trust as did the widow who gave her last coins. We
were able to donate over 30 boxes! I pray God bless all of you as you have blessed others. Thank you Lillian, Char
and Pastor Sarah for making the deliveries.
This month our gathering will be January 15th, 10am-12pm. We are thinking of doing a “love” project. We want to
reach out to those who feel “unloved” or “forgotten” at Valentine’s day. We want them to know the love of Jesus.If
you have some ideas, reach out to Char Frese or Wendy Falzano.
We will be meeting in the “Education” room of the church this month as the Men will be in the Fellowship Hall for
their breakfast.
Remember, you are always welcome to bring a friend and this can be another opportunity to bring a daughter,
granddaughter or another young lady.
If you have any questions or want to be added to our Circle Facebook Group, you can contact Char Frese (315-2211303) or Wendy Falzano (518-526-6149) .

Photos from our December 2021 gathering

Breaking The Chains

~ Ken & Michelle Kavanagh

Are You Truly Content?
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
(Romans 12:2)
Welcome to another New Year and with it comes an abundance of New Year’s resolutions. We all have them. We want to lose
weight and get into shape, organize our homes and get rid of clutter and things we don’t need. We want to make better choices in
our lives that lead to positive changes. To get a head start, stores start displaying storage totes, calendars and books and
magazines that help get us get organized. We see all the exercise equipment advertised to help lose weight and get us into shape.
I’ve heard people say, “I can’t wait for this year to be over with and the New Year to begin!” My question is…why can we never
stick with our resolutions? Why is commitment so hard for us to do? Why can’t we be satisfied with what we have and only
purchase what we need? Lastly, why is it so difficult for us to maintain it throughout the year where we wouldn’t have to
continuously start over? Ok, that was more than one question, but these are questions we must look at and ask ourselves…"am I
truly content?"
The problem is not our home, our bodies, our schedules or our jobs. The problem is two-fold, it’s our mindset and the fact that we
are not content. Paul states in Philippians 4:10-13:
10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no
opportunity to show it.11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
(Philippians 4:10-13)
In order to be content, we have to renew our minds. We have to think differently about ourselves, others, and the situations we
are in. Paul learned to be content in any situation. Though he went through difficult times in his life, at this time he was more
thankful that the Philippians had given because it was good for them to be givers. It was their fruit that he looked at and this made
him joyful. Sometimes we just look at the negative side of a situation or people and fail to see the good. Paul knew that in order
to be truly content and to be able to do what Christ had called him to do, he needed the strength of Jesus Christ and he had to
learn this through the difficult times. We also need the strength of Christ to see the positive in others and in situations and not just
the negative.
Changes are good, and sometimes we must make changes in different areas of our life in order to improve ourselves and to have
peace. Yet when we continue on the worldly hamster wheel, never truly following through with what we set out to do and going
back to our old ways and habits (Egypt) which only keeps us in bondage, then we must look at where the true problem comes
from. It comes from within us. We can try to change everything on the outside of us in order to be “happy” and make it the way
we want, but until we include Jesus in our goals, renew our mind and think differently, we will forever be on that hamster wheel
going around in circles but not really getting anywhere or completing anything we’ve started. We will continue making the same
mistakes over again and find ourselves in the same repeated patterns. We will fizzle out because we have failed to realize we
need the strength of Christ to renew our minds, make the changes and be content. Once we include Him, everything else will fall
into place.
Take some time today to be with Jesus and ask Him to first help you to renew your mind so you can see things through His eyes
and not worldly eyes, so you can make the changes that are needed to produce good fruit. Then ask Him to help you to remain
committed to your goals so you can be content in any situation. Once you do, and continue relying on Him daily, you will see a
change. Remember, you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.

Church News and Other Tidbits
Men's Ministry
The next Men's Ministry fellowship breakfast will be held
on Saturday, February 5th at 9:00am at the church. Come
enjoy a time of fellowship, food and fun! The Men's
Ministry gathers the 1st Saturday of each month at the
church. Feel free to invite a friend! Please RSVP JD Flack
at 315-408-0330.

Semi-Annual Business Meeting
The River Community Church Semi-Annual Business
Meeting will be held Sunday, January 30th after service.

Fellowship Sunday
We will have Fellowship Sunday on February 20th
following the service. Fellowship Sunday is held the 3rd
Sunday of each month. More information on what to bring
will be announced at a later time.

Thank you!
Thank you to all, both big and small, who helped with
undecorating the church. You help was greatly appreciated!

Missions
Pat Dennis provided some news from missionary
Preston Shaw and his family whom RCC used to
support. Please continue to keep them in your prayers.
"Our connection to the world has been given back! I’m
happy to be writing you and to report that we are safe. I
assume you’ve seen the news and have some info about what
has been happening here. First, I want to thank you for
praying for our family, city, and country. Even though we
couldn’t communicate, we knew that many were praying
once the news reached you.
You probably know a lot more than we do. All internet
connectivity was shut off on the 4th before we could get any
news or information about what was happening. Thanks to
Ella’s relatives with analog tv connections, we were able to
get some of the local news stories. I still don’t understand
much, but it seems there was some extreme fuel price
increases that led to protests. Some unnamed organized
groups seized the opportunity to try and upset the current
leadership and make things worse despite the fuel price
issues being resolved. ( I’m purposely not using specific
words, city names, leadership names, etc. ) Please do the
same if you reply.
The worst of the problems were in other cities. Our city had
unrest at night with the focus being on leadership buildings
and their cars being destroyed. Ella’s relatives live in the city
center and could see and hear much of the unrest. I saw some
of the burned out cars during my search working ATMs the
following day. Thankfully, I was able to pull out some cash
before people panicked and huge lines formed.
Despite the latest events, the Christmas and New Year
season has brought some exciting developments for our
family. I figured I should probably start with a quick “ Hi,
we’re safe” email :) Thank you for your prayers and we’ll be
in touch soon with the good stuff."
With Love, Preston and Ella and kiddos

Recent Church Activities
and Services
Crazy Sweater Sunday
Thank you to all who participated in our Crazy
Sweater Sunday in December. It was fun to see who
could come up with the craziest sweater (jackets
included). You be the judge.

Advent
Thank you to all of our Advent readers. We are grateful
for your service.

Thank You!
We'd like to take a moment to thank the volunteers who
assisted with the funeral service for our dear sister,
Barbara Dier. There were many areas to cover such as
setting up and tearing down, preparing and serving the
meal, manning the doors, serving in the cafe, cleaning
before and after the service, and much more. It could not
have been done without all of you. Thank you all for
helping to provide a beautiful service and showing your
love to the Dier family.

A Little Bit Of This
And
A Little Bit Of That
Poem provided by
Charlotte Frese
"Not always at once,
So be patient and wait,
For God never comes,
Too soon or too late.
So trust in His wisdom,
And believe in His word,
For no prayer is unanswered,
No prayer is unheard."
~ Author - Unknown

Veggie Pizza
2 cans Pillsbury Pizza Dough
1 8 oz package cream cheese
1 cup mayonnaise
1 package dry Ranch Dressing mix
2 cups broccoli florets, cut small
2 cups shredded carrots
2 cups cucumber, cut into quarters
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
Bake pizza dough according to directions. Let cool
when done.
Mix cream cheese, mayonnaise and ranch dressing
mix until creamy and smooth (might have little
lumps which is ok).
Spread mix over cooled pizza dough. Then add
vegetables and cut into pieces. Refrigerate until ready
to serve.
Tips:
Any vegetable you like can be used in place of what
is listed such as raw peppers, tomatoes, celery etc.
You can also add black olives!
Any cheese can be used and cut into cubes instead of
shredded.

Remember to wish a Happy Birthday
to the following:
1/2
1/3
1/19
1/22

Joey Collins
Michelle Kavanagh
Karen Greene
Chris Gumm

2 cans of Crescent Rolls can be used in place of the pizza
dough.
This appetizer can also be made almost fat free or low fat
simply by replacing full fat cream cheese and mayonnaise
with low fat or fat free.

